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Appearance 
• Pink shrimp are crustaceans with 10 

slender, relatively long walking legs and 
five pairs of swimming legs, located on 
the front surface of the abdomen. 

• They typically have a dark-colored spot on each side between their third and fourth abdominal 
segments. Their tail usually has a dark blue band (rather than the purplish band found on 
brown shrimp). 

• Their carapace is grooved. 
• Part of their shell is a well-developed, toothed rostrum that extends to or beyond the outer 

edge of the eyes. 

Biology 
• Pink shrimp grow fairly fast, depending on factors such as water temperature and salinity, and 

can reach over 8 inches in length.  
• They have a short life span, usually less than 2 years, and are often referred to as an “annual 

crop.” 
• Pink shrimp are able to reproduce when they reach about 3.3 inches long. 
• Off North Carolina, they spawn in May through July. In Florida they spawn multiple times, 

peaking from April through July when the water is warmest. 
• Males mate with females and anchor their sperm to the females. Females release about 

500,000 to 1 million eggs near the ocean floor, and the eggs are fertilized as they are released. 
• Newly hatched shrimp travel to their estuarine nursery habitats in late spring and early 

summer, propelled by shoreward currents. 
• Shrimp that survive the winter grow rapidly in late winter and early spring before returning to 

the ocean. 
• Pink shrimp larvae feed on plankton (tiny floating plants and animals). Juvenile and adult 

shrimp are omnivorous, feeding on copepods, small mollusks, diatoms, algae, plant detritus, 
bacterial films, slime molds, and yeast. 

• Sheepshead minnows, water boatmen, and insect larvae eat postlarval shrimp, and grass 
shrimp, killifishes, and blue crabs prey on young shrimp. 
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• A wide variety of finfish feed heavily on juvenile and adult shrimp. 

Where They Live 
• Pink shrimp are found from southern Chesapeake Bay to the Florida Keys and around the 

coast of the Gulf of Mexico to the Yucatan south of Cabo Catoche, Mexico. They’re most 
abundant off southwestern Florida and the southeastern Gulf of Campeche.  

 


